EXTENSIVE READING

According to Jeremy Harmer: When we talk about extensive reading, we’re generally referring to reading for pleasure or for general interest. It is the kind of independent reading that non-students carry out every day. 

Extensive reading brings important benefits to our students’ language development.  According to the reality in our school, the most meaningful can be: It help students increase vocabulary, help to wake up their passive vocabulary, it has a favorable effect on students’ spelling and on their use of grammar as well; so I as a teacher I am trying to encourage a free reading group in my school and will establish a goal setting that can be valid as a recovery activity once, I prove they are following the process. 

THE READING PROGRAM
In order to take advantage of special software the school and library has (Reading companion), that uses voice recognition to help children learn how to read; besides that,  students can install it in their computers;  so I planned to adjust some lesson plans teachers from Colombo Americano share with us, as participating teachers in the training program to develop the mentioned software.

The goals I set up take to see with the “ESTANDARES BASICOS DE COMPETENCIAS EN LENGUAS EXTRANGERAS” for the grades 6th and 7th.

· Comprendo textos literarios cortos, escritos con un lenguaje sencillo (competencias lingüística, pragmática y sociolingüística).
· Valoro la lectura como un hábito importante de enriquecimiento personal y académico.
· Aplico estrategias de lectura relacionados con el propósito de la misma(competencia pragmática).
· Comprendo la idea general en una historia o narración. (competencia. Pragmática).
ELEMENTS IN THIS PROGRAM

1. First,  Students should have some motivation classes in which the teacher shows some books and works with them some activities before during and after the reading to the story.  (see lesson plan #1 and #2.
2. The second sessions in which they learn how install the software, how to deal with the directions the program brings, and choose together some books they want to read according to the topic in  our classroom project ”family and school in connection with the environment”
The possibilities can be some of the following books, because teacher previously looked up and evaluated students are be able to read:

NATURE: The big storm, Look at my new night, Sam’s pets, Fun at the zoo.
FAMILY AND PEOPLE: Everyone can play, A lesson in sharing, Best friends,  I’m seven, I’m eight, The big surprise, Tyler’s grandma.  

SCHOOL: Reading is very important, Tyler’s first day of school, getting ready for school. 

3. The teacher hang up in the web-shelf the selected books (between 3 to 5) and give time period- two months- to meet again with the group, to give feedback and evaluate the progress.

4. During the time period teacher will check the advance through the following Comment sheet that is posted in the classroom bulletin board. 
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·  It is important teacher first write her comment because it shows her enthusiasm for reading and could be a modeling strategy to motivate the participation in the READING PROGRAM.
Teacher can check students’ performance in pronunciation too, looking the “student performance history” the software incorporated and shows the overall result about accuracy according to the number of words attempted, words correct and words incorrect. This program gives to the children the opportunity to try again and so improve their pronunciation. This result can be share in the meetings students-teacher.
